
The Rotary Club of Fordingbridge, RIBI No. 1349           District No. 1110           Registered Charity No. 1035483                   page 1 

The 

Club of Fordingbridge  

Merry Christmas... 
 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Sadly the Club lost two good friends during the year, Pip Westlake and Sue 

Herd and our thoughts remain with Richard, Foster and their families. 

As a Club, 2016 proved to be a prosperous year with a successful pro-

gramme of community involvement and fund raising. The railway exhibition 

received acclaim from the model railway fraternity and the summer festival 

attracted a record number of exhibitors. The activities and displays on offer 

together with a good dose of sunshine brought out the crowds and once again the Club re-

ceived many messages of support. The quiz evening was equally successful despite some 

challenging questions more suited perhaps to Mastermind than we poor souls at Avonway. 

Our community involvement aided the young and old alike. The mature citizens enjoyed an out-

ing to Swanage. The beneficiaries of our international endeavours included the Hillcrest water 

harvesting project in South Africa, water survival boxes for disaster relief and of course the 

Christmas shoe boxes. Assistance was given to our sister clubs with Ellingham Show and the 

Verwood Rustic Fair and locally road closures were manned for a number of civic events. 

For the youth, members accompanied disadvantaged children on Kids Out, conducted mock job 

interviews at Burgate School and staged a pop up museum at Breamore Railway Station as 

part of a school project. At Alderholt a team rebuilt a playground shelter using materials spon-

sored by Elliotts and marshalled a Fordingbridge school firework display. What brilliant exam-

ples of community involvement! 

The Club won recognition for having maintained its membership over the past three years and 

at the same time acknowledged that we need to do more to recruit new members. A number of 

initiatives are in the pipeline and it is pleasing to note that this issue has moved up the agenda. 

Pursuing these initiatives also helps raise public awareness of what Rotary is all about. 

Above all I trust members have had some fun and enjoyed an active social programme. Person-

ally I have enjoyed the member talks and outside speakers such as the Masai elder, the work of 

First Responders, the origins of the AA and English wine growing amongst many others. In 

sport the Club excelled itself in darts and ball games namely boule, golf and skittles. I hope next 

year will be as equally rewarding . 

      John Oram  

President 2016/17  

… and have a Prosperous New Year 
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Welcome to this edition of the Bulletin. We are now halfway through the Rotary Year and over the months I have 

been  blessed with a huge number of jokes to include,, so I shall extend the ‘funny bit’ this month. Now I realise 

the politics and religion etc. are a No No but I will name names so you can give them a verbal kicking if you wish. 

In the last edition I expanded the Diary to two ‘whole’ months but it should be noted that next year’s diary is not 

yet set in concrete, or in my case lime mortar. . 

I have included the thank you graphics from St. James’ School Alderholt, but you should know that we have also 

received a thank you from Fordingbridge Junior School for helping at the school fireworks display, (but frankly I 

feel we got the better part of the deal). 

We are all busy preparing for Christmas, each in our own way so take time to enjoy the Bulletin and let me have 

your feedback to see if I can improve on it. 

Any way, please keep the articles coming, the size of the Bulletin can expand to accommodate YOUR news and 

views.         P H 

Fordingbridge Rotary Website  

 

    Our website at www.fordingbridge-rotary.org.uk is a way of sharing, with each other and with the public, 

informa+on about what we do. 

 

    Any member can add or change things on the website, such as adding your commi-ee's reports, or wri+ng 

an ar+cle about a Rotary event. 

 

    It's not hard, but there are a few things to learn.  The 'webmaster', our very own Chris Dennis, will be more 

than happy to run short training sessions for individuals or small groups.  Please contact him to arrange a ses-

sion by phone on 07814 239534, by email on cgdennis@b+nternet.com, or by buying him a drink at the next 

mee+ng :) 

Chris 

The Aussies are coming 

The Rotary Australian cricket team are coming again to Fordingbridge next July. 

They first came in 1997 when we hosted the first World Rotary Cricket Fes'val. And this has given Fordingbridge the 

'tle of the “spiritual home of Rotary cricket”. 

And they have been visi'ng every 4 years since. It coincides with the visit of the na'onal cricket team. Next year they 

will be with us from the 9
th

 to the 12
th

 of July. 

Already plans are in place and hosts are dus'ng off their dic'onaries and their cork hats.  

Get the barbies out and the sausages made.  

            Mike J  
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Graeme Wright, the CEO of Ikhethelo Children's Village (middle) with the Rotary Club of Hillcrest’s Dennis Wesley and Carl Grossman. 

AN R880 000 Rotary Club of Hillcrest project will ensure that the 48 children at the local NPO, iKhethelo  Chil-

dren’s Village, will have constant access to clean and safe water. 

While the installa+on of the two water reservoirs only took a few days to install, the project has taken months of 

arduous planning and is the largest project for the year for the Hilcrest Club. 

Two water storage units can hold a maximum of 220,000 litres and fills up using rain water collected from the 

roofs of the on-site buildings. 

According to Rotarian and project manager, Carl Grossman, leaves and other solid objects are removed from the 

water using a gra+ng system. The water then reaches the first flush system which fills up and only allows the 

par+ally filtered water to enter the tanks. A pressure pump is connected to the plumbing network and it is here, 

before it reaches the buildings, that the water goes through a comprehensive filtra+on system. 

The mammoth project will be completed at the end of November alongside a separate project where a borehole 

will be rejuvenated.   

The hopes among the group of Rotarians is that iKhethelo can then rely solely on the rain water collected, saving 

the organisa+on thousands of Rand each month. “We are hoping to have enough excess funds to convert the 

geysers to solar hot water systems which will also help reduce the electricity consump+on,” said Carl. There are 

14 geysers across iKhethelo.  

“This is a huge financial help for the Village as we have more than 70 people living on the site and we will save  

so much on water and now on electricity as well. The health aspects of it are phenomenal as we can some+mes 

go without water for two to three days if there is a burst water pie somewhere in the area. Now we won’t be 

running out of water any+me soon. A big thank you to the Rotary Club of Hillcrest and their partners for their 

+me and effort on this project. If it were not for them, this whole place would not even be possible,” said Grae-

me Wright , the CEO of iKhethelo Children’s Village. 

“What started off with a R30,000 dona+on from the Kearsney Striders to Hillcrest Rotary, was boosted top 

R880,000 by the matching of fundsby Rotary Interna+onal and the Rotary Clubs from Fordingbridge,UK Winni-

peg, Canada and Carlsbud, USA. This just goes to show the power of Rotary and how we connect people and 

help others around the world. We are so proud to make such a difference to so many other with only 18 mem-

bers in the club,” said Dennis Wesley of the Rotary Club of Hillcrest. “There is a misconcep+on of how Rotary-

Clubs operate and we encourage Highway residents to join us. Rotary provides the opportunity for community 

service and fellowship to local men and women,” added Dennis                          Courtesy of the highwaymail.co.uk.za/news 

Rain Water Harves�ng Project , Hillcrest, South Africa 
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Thank You 

Responses from people we help. 

  

 

Pupils from St James’ Alderholt 
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Club Skittles Evening with Inner Wheel 

22nd November 2016 
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Club Diary 

 

Coming up this month …     Protocol 

December 6th Mee+ng—Council report back    Chris Dennis 

  13th Christmas Party at Avonway—contact Stephen Walker 

  20th Mee+ng       Stan Broomfield 

  25th  Happy Christmas 

  27th NO MEETING 

…and next 

January  3rd NO MEETING 

  8th President’s Christmas Drinks    (at the Presidents’ abode from 12:00) 

  10th  Mee+ng       TBA 

  17th Mee+ng  followed by Commi-ees    TBA 

  24th Speaker (with partners.)     TBA 

  31st Mee+ng followed by Council    TBA 

For the Diary:    7th February  -  Theatre Visit— contact Jo Bonnello 

 11th March 2017—Charter Night     
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…..and finally,  

 

Outdoorsy Man 

  

 

During his physical, the doctor asked the patient 

about his daily activity level.  

 He described a typical day this way: 

“Well, yesterday afternoon, I waded along the edge of a lake, 

drank eight beers, escaped from wild dogs in the heavy brush, 

marched up and down several rocky hills,  

stood in a patch of poison ivy, crawled out of quicksand, 

jumped away from an aggressive rattlesnake 

and took four leaks behind big trees.”  

Inspired by the story, the doctor said,  

“You must be one heck of an outdoors man!” 

”No,” he replied, “I'm just a crappy golfer.” 
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Donald nips into his local bakery and bumps into Hillary. 

As they enter the bakery, Hillary steals three jam doughnuts and puts them in her handbag. 
She says to Donald, “See how clever I am? The owner didn’t see anything and I don’t even 
need to lie. I should really have won the election.” 
Then Donald says to Hillary, “That’s the typical dishonesty you have displayed throughout your 
entire life, trickery and deceit. I am going to show you an honest way to get the same result.” 
Donald goes to the owner of the bakery and says, “Give me a doughnut and I will show you a 
magic trick.” 
Intrigued, the owner accepts and gives him a doughnut. 
Trump swallows it and asks for another one. 
The owner gives him another one. 
Then Donald asks for a third doughnut and he eats that, too. 
The owner is starting to wonder where the trick is and asks, “Where's the magic in that?” 
 
Trump replies, “Look in Hillary’s handbag 

           PH 

The Power of Money and BS 
SO I TOLD MY SON, "YOU WILL MARRY THE GIRL I CHOOSE.".......HE SAID, "NO." 

 I TOLD HIM, "SHE IS BILL GATES DAUGHTER.".......HE SAID, "OK" 

 I CALLED BILL GATES AND SAID, "I WANT YOUR DAUGHTER TO MARRY MY SON,"..... BILL 
GATES SAID, "NO WAY" 

 I TOLD BILL, "MY SON IS THE C.E.O. OF WORLD BANK."......BILL GATES SAID, "OK" 

 I CALLED THE PRESIDENT OF WORLD BANK AND ASKED HIM TO MAKE MY SON THE 
C.E.O.......HE SAID, "LIKE HELL I WILL" 

 I TOLD HIM, "MY SON IS BILL GATES SON-IN-LAW".......HE SAID, "IN THAT CASE, OK" 

 AND THAT MY FRIENDS......IS EXACTLY   HOW OUR POLITICAL SYSTEMS WORKS! 

(All the rest is just smoke & mirrors) 

           IS 

Being Bri+sh and non poli+cal 

IS 

About driving a German car to an Irish pub for a Belgian beer, then travelling home, grabbing an Indi-

an curry or a Turkish kebab on the way to sit on Swedish furniture and watch an American show on a 

Japanese TV… but the most Bri+sh thing of all is our suspicion of anything Foreign. 

 

Only in Britain can you get a pizza to your house faster than an geLng an ambulance. 

Only in Britain do people order double cheeseburger large fries and a DIET coke. 

Only in Britain do we leave our expensive cars on the drive and lock our junk and cheap lawnmowers 

in the garage. 

     We are a funny lot aren’t we? 

           SW 


